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Dear friend,

Between April 1st - 3rd, our
second annual Horizon Spring
Weekend was held over Zoom.
The theme was a "Wacky
Weekend." There were over 50
participants, and everyone received a goodie box.

Friday night started with a wacky cocktail demo and Jackbox games. Saturday began with a
wacky breakfast hosted by Kathy Kingston and Viki Peer. Throughout the day, we created
creatures out of clay, did some scratch art of butterflies and bees, and tasted some
BeanBoozled beans (most of them tasted pretty bad!). After dinner we had a stand-up hour
where we told jokes and everyone was laughing.

Our last activity on Sunday was a new installment of our successful Horizon Chopped
Competitions. The chefs were Dawn Burns, Kelly Baker, and Jeff Pickert. While they cooked
with their mystery ingredients, the chefs answered questions and the audience was polled to
see who was in the lead. Congratulations to our new Chopped Champion, Kelly!
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Pandemic Safety Committee

Horizon’s newly-formed
Pandemic Safety Committee
(PSC) has been working very
hard to plan a safe return to in-
person summer camp. PSC has

Important Links:

Horizon Summer
Camp Application

Camp Sponsorships

Horizon Camp
Amazon Wish List
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met twice a week since
November 2021 to consult with
Horizon’s nursing team, and
monitor changes, trends, and
best practices for everything
Covid-19 related. Some
preliminary Covid-19 protocols
such as a vaccination

requirement have already been adopted by the Board.

Other policies for this year’s summer camp are still being
developed and will be announced prior to July. Visit our
website for more information and updates regarding
Horizon’s Covid-19 safety measures.

Please submit any questions or concerns you have about
pandemic safety and in-person camp to:
pandemicsafety@associationofhorizon.org. 

Back At Camp

Two summers on Zoom
allowed us to keep many
of our camp friendships
going strong and we were
even able to connect to
some new people along
the way, but this summer
we will be unplugging and
heading back to TPOC for
our 31st Summer Camp. In
approximately three months we will be back at the Falcon
campfire, riding bicycles with the help of Adaptive
Adventures, and eagerly waiting in the cookout line for a
burger with cheese from Jen and George.

As the excitement for in-person camp grows so does our
need for volunteers to attend camp. Volunteers are needed
to pair up one-on-one with a camp participant with a
physical disability for a week of adult summer camp. Our
week at camp July 17-23 has been declared by many as
THE BEST WEEK OF THE YEAR and we would like to
invite you to join us this year as the Camp Committee
brings us “31 Flavors of Horizon,” the theme for this year’s
camp. The magic of camp happens when what starts out
with one person lifting another out of bed or feeding a meal
to another clicks and simply becomes starting the day with a
friend and sharing good conversation over lunch. We invite
anyone who is at least 16 years old to apply to be a camp

Upcoming
Important Dates:

Mini Golf - June 12th

Summer Camp - July
17th - 23rd

Help Support
Horizon:

Mini-Golf Fundraiser
Save the Date
We’ll be back in

person for a fun day
on Sunday, June 12th

from 11am-3pm, for
our Mini-Golf event

to support
Horizon! There’ll be

mini-golfing for
everyone, lunch,
prizes, a silent

auction/raffle and
more! Stay tuned for

more details!

https://associationofhorizon.org/faqs/
mailto:pandemicsafety@associationofhorizon.org


volunteer. No experience is necessary, just a willingness to
try new things and partner with another for a week back at
camp.

If you have a contact at a school or community group that
would like to join the Recruitment Committee for an
informational Zoom on volunteering for Horizon Camp
please drop us an email.

Visit our website for more details on camp including our
application link, medical forms and activities waivers. For
those who are unable to attend our in-person camp this
year, we will be offering virtual programming. Details to
come! Let the countdown begin.

Camp Sponsorships

Featured Friend - Dan Persak

Dan has been lucky enough to be a part of
Horizon for the last 30 years. He went to an
assembly when he was a junior in high school
and he was really intrigued with everything he
heard the presenters say about camp. When they
passed out the paper to sign-up, he didn’t think
twice and to this day he knows signing up for the
first year of camp was one of the best decisions
he has ever made in his life. The first 4 years of
Horizon, Dan was a volunteer and was paired up
one on one with a different person each year. His
5th year at Horizon, he became a team leader
and has done so almost every year. There were a
couple years in the middle where he stepped
away from team leading to help on activities. This
year if all goes well, he hopes to be team leading
again.

There are so many fantastic things about camp
but simply seeing his friends every year is his
favorite thing. He loves the variety of things
Horizon provides for us to do every year, but for
him there is nothing better than starting up a

During football season you will
find him glued to the TV
watching the Bears games.
Besides that, a bunch of his
spare time through the year is
spent visiting his friends from
Horizon and running
fundraisers for Horizon.
 
Dan works in an industry that
is considered essential, so he
was actually going to work
during Covid. When he wasn’t
working, there wasn’t really
much to do so like many
people he sat around talking
on the phone, texting people,
playing the occasional video
game, and trying to watch
everything on Netflix. Dan has
become a regular participant in
the Horizon Wednesday night
Zoom calls.

mailto:recruitment@associationofhorizon.org
https://associationofhorizon.org/summer-camp/


campfire and hanging out with all his friends. At
camp Dan carries around a box of Cheez-Its, the
best food at camp.

Have you ever wondered where all the snacks and cookout supplies come from? The
Amazon Wish List and the generosity of Horizon supporters is responsible for it all. 

This year’s wish list looks a little different than years past. The committee is including
supplies that will help promote health and safety as Horizon returns to camp in person.
Those items include rapid Covid testing kits, hand sanitizer, Lysol disinfectant, face
masks, and gloves. Not to worry, the list still includes camp favorites such as beads,
markers, paint, and plenty of string for making bracelets. 

Purchase an item off of the Horizon Camp 2022 Amazon Wish List, and your purchase
will be shipped directly to our collection location. If you use AmazonSmile when making
your purchase, remember to choose Association of Horizon as your organization of your
choice and a portion of your purchase gets donated to camp. On behalf of the Wish List
Committee, thank you for your time and generosity.

Thanks to everyone who participated in our fun virtual
Trivia Night fundraiser on Saturday, March 12th! Fifteen
teams, in multiple states, joined the event and spent a
few hours competing for cash prizes! Special thanks to
the Schreiner Family for sponsoring this event, to
Donnie Flynn for emceeing, and to Hector Hernandez

https://a.co/69SVWPT
https://a.co/69SVWPT
https://a.co/69SVWPT
https://a.co/69SVWPT


and Michael Meyer for their technical assistance (yes,
we know there were a few glitches–but they handled
them like champs)!

We raised a net total of almost $1,500 which included a
50/50 Drawing! Shout outs to our winners for the
evening:

1st Place Team: Team Cats (Chris Gieck, Anna
Lopez, Jessica Wood & Juli Miller)
2nd Place Team: Dutchie’s Girls (Rebecca Flibort’s team)
3rd Place Team: Not the Future Wives (Dan Persak, Scott Galvin, Kelly Baker, Hyun
Woo Lee, Kayla Riggleman & Josh Kain)
Best Team Name: Nerd Immunity (Dawn Burns’ and Gerry Walsh’s team)
50/50 winner: Michael Meyer

 All proceeds from the event went to help Horizon Summer Camp and other activities! We hope
to see you soon at our next event…stay tuned for more information!

Annual Raffle Update - Purchase Tickets Online

Don’t forget that you can still purchase your Annual Raffle tickets to support
Horizon! Monthly and quarterly cash prize drawings take place throughout the
entire year! Don’t miss out! Purchase your tickets here:
https://associationofhorizon.org/2022-year-long-raffle/
 
Be sure to check our Facebook page at Association of Horizon or check our
website at to see if you are a winner or if someone you sold a ticket to is a
winner.

Used Medical Equipment Donation Locations

Do you have used medical equipment that you do not anticipate needing in the future? Lending
Loan Closets and Project Cure Chicago have locations that accept donations of used
equipment such as wheelchairs, walkers, and shower chairs. We have also found Shirley
Ryan Ability Lab has gathered a list of area organizations that accept similar donations.

See Us on Social Media!          
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