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Mission 

An organization of people with and without physical disabilities 
that provides opportunities for individuals to challenge 

themselves, develop responsibility and grow through interacting 
and working together. 

 

Vision 

A community where barriers between people with and without 
physical disabilities are transcended, limitations are overcome, 

new abilities are discovered and an increased awareness of self 
and others is developed. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

This has been a year of many ups and downs and 

really challenged the strength of the organization.  

As many people were going through uncertainties, 

the members of the board were still trying to plan a 

year of camp.  I will never forget the meeting we 

decided to cancel the trip down to Hudson for our 

normal camp experience.  It was truly one of the 

hardest decisions we would have to make.  We knew 

so many people were looking forward to an escape 

from their everyday lives and the new troubles 2020 

brought with it.  This group of board members 

wasted no time; as soon as that decision was made, 

we went to work planning new ways to host camp.  

We could not give up on our organization when they 

needed us the most.  In less than two months, we 

had a completely new look for camp and a full week 

of activities planned.  It was a true testament to our 

mission and vision.  We saw a barrier keeping us 

form being together.  We smashed through it and 

changed what being together looked like. 

Thank you to all our campers, volunteers, and 

donors.  Without your support, we could not have 

made this all happen. 

Donnie Flynn, 2019-2020 President 

 

  

Executive Board  

Donnie Flynn-

President 

Frances Clair-        

Vice President 

George Czerwionka-

Treasurer 

Katy Landuyt-

Secretary 

 

Board Members 
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Viki Peer 

Gabriela Salgado 

Mark Schreiner 

Terry Smith 
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Operations Manager 

Michael Meyer 

 

 

2019-2020 

Executive Board 

From left to right 

Back row  

George and Donnie 

Front row  

Frances and Katy 
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HORIZON @ HOME  

A DIFFERENT LOOK FOR HORIZON 

SUMMER CAMP 2020 

The Association of Horizon Inc. (Horizon) summer camp was 

held July 19th-25th 2020, however it was a much different 

feel as camp approached.  We were not frantically packing 

as the date grew near, nor were we making travel 

arrangements.  Despite the changes, there was an ever-

growing amount of excitement and anticipation as the 

week grew near.  We do not think anyone was fully 

prepared for the week ahead.  Even though we made all the 

appropriate plans and had everything in place, we 

wondered how this camp at home would be the same? 

How could it be that amazing, special week we look forward 

to every year?  The amazing camp spirit came through from 

the first moments of camp.  We had skits for the first time 

in years.  We were able to see friends who had not been 

able to make the trip to camp in recent years.  We were 

even able to get laptops rented and delivered to people so 

they could fully participate in the week. 

 

                                    

 

 

73 

Campers 

63 

Volunteers 

10 

 States Covered 
 

“Even though we couldn’t be in person, we 

could feel the camp atmosphere through the 

computer screen!”- Luis and Vanessa Aceves 

“I learned so much about the people I’ve known for 

years. I know it seems strange, but even though we 

weren’t physically together, Horizon @ Home helped 

me get closer to some of my friends from camp”- Anna 

Lopez, longtime attendant and board member 
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For Horizon @ Home, we created virtual programing, worked with participants one on one to 

increase their access to necessary technology, and even mailed over 140 goodie boxes filled 

with camp favorites such as this year’s t-shirt, custom Horizon @ Home water bottles, supplies 

for upcoming activities, and even those special camp snacks we share in the cookout line.  Each 

goodie box came with two special surprises from our sponsors.  We were able to create pen 

pals thanks to greeting cards donated by Jane’s Hallmark, and Kilwin’s of Arlington Heights 

donated delicious fudge for those nights we were especially missing the campgrounds at 

Timber Pointe Outdoor Center (TPOC).  We had moderators at each event and even two tech 

gurus, Mike Hlavenka and Michael Meyer, to help participants with any issues.  The week 

closed out in true Horizon fashion with “closing campfire” and a Friday night dance where 

everyone was looking their best.   

  

Here is a look into 

one of the many 

virtual camp hang 

out sessions.  The 

smiles on their faces 

tell the whole story 

Horizon @ Home all camp photo  
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Camp Never Ends 
The Camp Never Ends Committee 

started out the year strong 

hosting a get together at 

Chicago’s Full Moon Fire Jam, 

where members gathered for a 

night of friends and amazing fire 

dancers.  They brought friends 

together again in December to 

watch a holiday favorite “It’s A 

Wonderful Life” at the Park Ridge 

Community Fund Event.  They 

were hard at work planning a 

Wolves Game outing, camper 

visits, brunches, trips to museums, outdoor music, movie events, and more when 

Covid-19 hit and shut the whole state down.  Camp Never Ends lived up to their 

name.  Of course, they were disappointed the hard work went to waste, but they 

did not give up and knew our camp friends needed to be together now more than 

ever.  They got creative with Netflix watch parties, Zoom hangouts, and even 

went a little old school and started a pen pal 

system!  They continue to work hard to find 

new ways we to stay connected in a world 

telling us to keep our distance. 

           

 

Woo was super excited to receive 
this awesome pen pal card from 
BJ   

 

Camp friends at “It’s a Wonderful Life” 
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For the second time, Horizon was featured 

in the My Giving Story Contest, a contest 

designed to highlight the work of non-

profit organizations.  Our very own board 

member, Gabriela Salgado, submitted an 

entry in the form of a 4-minute video and 

pictures to go along with.  She expressed 

how Horizon gave her a sense of purpose 

when society is not normally accepting of 

individuals with disabilities.  Gabriela 

said, “Although, my submission was not selected as a winning entry, I believe that 

it helped raise awareness about Horizon by demonstrating that organizations that 

serve adults with physical disabilities in fact do exist.”   

 

 

  

As the 2019-2020 Horizon year started, the Merchandise Committee built off the 

excitement of the new products available at 2019 Summer Camp and worked with 

3E Love to design and produce Horizon scarves, beanies, and sweatpants. Sales of 

these items went well during the winter season.  When Covid-19 became 

prevalent in March, the committee decided to temporarily postpone production 

and sales.  Discussions about ideas for new items have continued to take place. 

The committee is currently working on making “Horizon @ Home” items 

available, including face coverings and t-shirts. Going forward, the committee 

looks to rejuvenate its work by producing new items, with the help from new 

committee members.  

Gabby and Raquel enjoy some pool fun 
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The Horizon Hope Grant is a way for Horizon to 

give back to the Horizon community.  This is a 

grant of up to $1,000 that can be used for either 

college tuition or an assistive device.  We had 6 

applicants this year and the winners were decided 

by a panel of judges. 

Lucas Dion was the recipient of the education 

grant and will use the funds for tuition at The 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  

Yvonne Ouillette was the winner for the 

equipment 

grant.  The 

funds Yvonne 

received will allow her to gain more 

independence with the use of a hospital bed 

as well as moving into a more independent 

space.  Horizon is immensely proud of both 

of our winners and we wish them success in 

their future endeavors. 

 

  

 

 

TPOC has been the home of Horizon Camp for the past 18 years. When the 

realization hit that summer camps were not going to be able to be hosted at this 

amazing site, TPOC started a campaign to raise $100,000. In July, TPOC had raised 

around $70,000.  For the remaining $30,000, Horizon set-up a $15,000 matching 

campaign with TPOC, which allowed them to reach their goal. TPOC has been 

great to us over the years and we wanted to return the favor and ensure we will 

have many more years at our home away from home. 

 

 

 

Lucas and Keith enjoying the adaptive bicycles 

Yvonne and Dana getting 

photo-booth ready at camp 
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Horizon has many heroes on the frontlines fighting this pandemic.  They are our 

wonderful doctors and nurses who take care of us each year.  With the Horizon 

fundraisers being cancelled, we had a few baskets already donated that we did 

not want to go to waste.  We decided to give back to this team and send out 

some thank you baskets to Jessica James Crowley, Natalie Kereluk, and Meghan 

Allen.  Although we were not able to reach all our nurse and doctor friends, we 

are truly thankful for all of them. 
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Gala  

The Gala was on November 1st, 2019, with our 

very own Casino Royale theme.  The evening 

was filled with silent auctions, raffles, guest 

speakers and a wonderful dinner.  We topped 

off the night with a live band, lots of dancing 

and laughter with friends.  Mark Schreiner and 

Gabriela Salgado did a great job running the 

evening as our MC and evening ambassador.  

We would like to thank our generous sponsors 

as well as our title sponsor Harbortown Industries. 

TASTE OF MORTON GROVE 

The Morton Grove foundation has been a long-time supporter of Horizon.  On 

March 12th, 2020, they hosted their annual Taste of Morton Grove event at the 

White Eagle Convention Center.  The event consisted of many food vendors such 

as Culver’s, Giordano’s, Eli’s Cheesecake, and many more.  Horizon is thankful to 

be one of the twenty beneficiaries of this delicious event. 

Joke at the oak 

The Irish Oak located in Chicago has open mic 

nights to give rising comedians the chance to 

compete for headlining sets every week.  Once a 

month, they choose a local charity and donate the 

evenings proceeds to that organization.  For the 

second year in a row, Horizon was lucky enough to 

be chosen.  Members of Horizon gathered on 

November 19th, 2019, for a night of laughter and 

catching up with friends. 

 

 

Gabi and Donnie dance the night away 

Anna and Margy enjoying a 

night of laughs 
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Hackney’s kickoff party 

The Hackney’s Recruitment Party was held 

in its normal fashion.  We gathered 50 

people together on a cold and snowy 

evening in January at the ever-popular 

Hackney’s on Lake.  We all shared 

wonderful food and all our plans on camp 

in the coming summer.  We had a surprise 

visit from Ms. Tookey from Lincoln Park 

High School, who for years ran the program 

at Lincoln Park helping us find more 

volunteers.  

 

Fall Weekend 

Fall weekend 2019 was held October 4-6th. The 

weekend consisted of 29 attendees in total; we 

were happy to welcome 2 new campers and 3 

new attendants to our organization. The weekend 

was laid back complete with bonfires, board 

games and a scavenger hunt. We were surprised 

with 4 visitors who helped make the weekend 

complete.      

 

 

 

 

The yearlong raffle is one of Horizon’s largest 

fundraising activities.  We printed off 5,000 

tickets and had 79 sellers.  We were able to 

sell 4,003 tickets.  We host monthly drawings 

and 4 quarterly drawings during our monthly 

meetings.   

Gerry, Geoff, and Dawn playing 

games at Fall Weekend 

Eli, Matt, Kayden, Jeff, and Bob 

chilling outside of Sterns lodge  

LPHS alumni Maeghan, Sheila, Jeff, and Gabe 

reunite with Ms. Tookey at Hackney’s 
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2019-2020 BOARD GOALS 

Raise $175K- We had unforeseen circumstances this 

year and had to cancel many of our fundraising efforts.  We 

were still able to raise $131,786 and reach 75% of our goal. 

Sell 5,000 raffle tickets- We sold 4,003 tickets 

and were at 80% of our original goal 

Finish the revision of our By-Laws- 
The By-Law Committee was able to finish their edits and 

then sent them to Alan Bernover Horizon’s legal advisor for 

approval.  We are now awaiting his reply. 

Restructure and clarify committees, 

and provide more direct 

communication to recruit new people- 
We started this process around January of 2020.  With 

everything else going on, this was put on hold as we focused 

on larger issues. 
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THANK YOU! 

 
Thank you to all our 

volunteers and donors for 

allowing us to continue 

empowering 

adults with 

physical 

disabilities 

through 

lifelong 

friendships! 
 

Donnie and Katy at closing 

campfire 


