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MISSION

An organization of people with and without physical disabilities that 
provides opportunities for individuals to challenge themselves, develop 

responsibility and grow through interacting and working together.

VISION

A community where barriers between people with and without physical 
disabilities are transcended, limitations are overcome, new abilities are 
discovered and an increased awareness of self and others is developed.
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Coming to Horizon Summer Camp is a “You 
had to be there” kind of week. Something 
so indescribably amazing that not even a 
picture or a thousand words give it justice.

Horizon is a special place that builds 
everyone up by finding their strengths and 
abilities through adaptive recreational 
activities. 

Thanks to every member of our community 
whether you’ve attended camp, are a 
sponsor, donor, or a family member who 
has supported us for the past 27 years of 
camps. We’re excited to continue planning 
and finding ways to make the camp 
experience even better than before.  

Sawsan Abuosbie, President

Sawsan Z. Abuosbie
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Pictured : Members of cabin, Quail. From left to right: Jamie 
Sutton, Kate Ruehlmann, Marina Salman, Essie Knight, 
Frances Clair, Mary Claire Ward, Sawsan Abuosbie (Team 
Leader), Heather Johns, Taliyah Jackson, Kaitlyn Hudetz, Elay 
Penkava, and Hannah Cox 3



Horizon Camp was held July 21-27, 2019 and had 
254 participants, including campers, volunteers, 
21 team leaders, and 13 members of the health 
and support teams. The theme was Holidays, and 
participants enjoyed perfect weather as they 
celebrated a variety of holidays throughout the 
week. The total cost of camp was $101,047.

To provide the necessary care and companionship 
for our campers, throughout the year we 
recruited volunteers through school 
presentations, volunteer fairs (e.g., the Chicago 
Volunteer Expo and the Harold Washington 
Volunteer Expo), social media networking, and 
word of mouth. This year, we had 14 students 
from 11 different schools who used their 
participation in camp to fulfill service-learning 
requirements. 

BEST WEEK OF THE YEAR
Summer Camp 2019

Annual Report

113
TOTAL CAMPERS

12
FIRST YEAR CAMPERS

141
TOTAL VOLUNTEERS

32
FIRST YEAR VOLUNTEERS

Pictured Above: Rachel and Keith Cipich lined 
up at zipline
Pictured Left: Shelby Ness, Viki Peer, Elesia 
Caldwell, and Maeghan Anderson in their 
costumes for a Halloween-themed day
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In the spirit of Horizon’s mission, we aim to provide opportunities for individuals 
to challenge themselves, develop responsibility, and grow through interacting and 
working together. This year, the Camp and Recruitment Committees had a 
combined total of 10 campers and 33 attendants who helped plan camp. At camp, 
we had 21 people who served as team leaders, 7 of whom were serving in this role 
for the first time. Additionally, there were 2 first-time members of the support 
team, 3 campers who served as team leaders, and multiple co-team leader 
pairings. 

Due to both increased funds in recent 
years and increased involvement on the 
Camp Committee, we were able to 
supplement the traditional summer camp 
activities with adapted bicycling and 
kayaking via Adaptive Adventures, and 
scuba diving from Diveheart, a raptor 
show, a trivia night, an animal show, an 
open mic night, adapted yoga, an escape 
room, a lip sync battle, slushies, a 
photobooth, a nacho bar, and a band for 
the Friday night dance.

Pictured: Derrick Jones and Donnie 
Flynn kayaking

Pictured above: Leah Miller and  Colleen Higgins 
biking
Pictured right: Ethan Patt-Bailey and Ryan 
Edminson holding a large snake from the animal 
show 5
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“My heart is so filled with joy. 
Thank you to all of my friends, 
old and new, for the memories 
that’ll last a lifetime.” –Emma S. 
(first year camper)

"I absolutely LOVED my experience at 
camp. I believe it allowed me to grow so 
much as an individual and gain confidence 
and awareness of my aptitude as an 
emotional caregiver. My absolute favorite 
experience was the talent show. I loved 
how supportive the environment was and 
the awesome performances.” – Isabella H. 
(first year volunteer)

After camp we send out a survey to get everyone’s opinion on how 
camp went and to gather any ideas or suggestions on how we can make 
camp better. Here are some photos from camp and quotes we pulled 
directly from the survey to remind us of why we do what we do.

Pictured above: Jacob Swanson and  
Woo Lee enjoying boat night at camp

Pictured left: Jason Baureis going 
scuba diving

Pictured: First year volunteer Sal Araiza Jr. and 
Anuar Escutia at the pool
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CAMP NEVER ENDS
Events Throughout the Year

Annual Report

SEPTEMBER 2018
FALL WEEKEND

NOVEMBER 2018
SHOPPING TRIP

DECEMBER 2018
PARK RIDGE EVENT

JANUARY 2019
CAMP KICK-OFF/BRUNCH

FEBRUARY 2019
SOCCER/CAMPER VISITS

MARCH 2019
BOCCIA TOURNAMENT

APRIL 2019
WOLVES GAME

JULY 2019
SUMMER CAMP

Horizon strives to be more than one week of camp each year and instead build a 
community throughout the year.  We strive to offer multiple low-cost events 
throughout the year so members of our community can continue to build the 
friendships they established at camp. This year we started an official Camp Never 
Ends (CNE) board committee to provide more opportunities to bring our 
community together as well as support each other as much as we can.

Pictured: Group hug from Fall Weekend

Fall Weekend - After a one year hiatus, 
Fall Weekend returned in 2018. The 
weekend was extremely relaxed; people 
hung out by the campfire, played board 
games, and participated in a scavenger 
hunt. There were 32 people in 
attendance; 2 of the campers were new 
to Horizon and 5 of the campers attended 
summer camp for the first time in 2018. 
Fall Weekend was smaller than it has 
been in the past. However, there was an 
increase in the number of participants 
who were relatively new to the Horizon 
community. 7
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Shopping Trip - Each November, we host a 
holiday shopping trip which we call Shop with a 
Friend. It starts with a day of shopping at 
Gurnee Mills and is followed by a family style 
dinner provided by Horizon. After shopping and 
a family style dinner, there is gift-wrapping, 
games, and a gift exchange for everyone to 
enjoy. Approximately 25-30 people attended 
this event. We always encourage new people to 
attend this event.

Pictured: Woo Lee and his son, Billy Lee, 
who volunteered at summer camp for the 
first time this year

Camper Visits – Last year we started a 
new tradition of visiting our friends. 
This year we expanded it and visited 
more of our community members at 
Misericordia, Shady Oaks, 
Prophetstown, and Katharine Manor. 
Those who attended brought food, 
snacks, games, and arts and crafts to 
enjoy each other’s company, catch up, 
and get excited for camp.
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Camp Kick-Off - The kick-off to camp is 
held at Hackney's on Lake in Glenview, a 
long-time sponsor of Horizon. Each 
January, this event hosted by the 
Recruitment Committee is the official start 
to the summer camp season. Our goal each 
year is to have our camp application live by 
that date and to announce the theme of 
camp. An invitation to the event is included 
in Horizon's holiday card and is shared on 
social media. The event is open to all and 
we encourage people to bring friends.

Pictured: Dan Persak, Kathy Kingston, and  Derrick 
Jones holding a sign with a camp countdown they 
made during their camper visit

Pictured: Michael Hlavenka holding his 
gifts from the gift exchange



Wolves Game - A long-time tradition, the 
Chicago Wolves hockey outing, returned 
on April 6, 2019 after a few years of not 
having it. Approximately 40 people 
attended a thrilling game and watched the 
Wolves clinch a Central Division playoff 
spot. Tickets cost $20 and parking was 
free. A post-game dinner followed at a 
nearby restaurant.

Pictured: Erica 
Andres and Brenda 
Bokowski with the 
Wolves mascot at 

Allstate Arena

Annual Report
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Power Soccer - A number of our 
community members play for 
the GLASA Chicago Fire Power 
Soccer Club and often have 
tournaments. Thanks to our new 
CNE committee, about 20 
members went to cheer on our 
fellow wheelchair soccer players 
at the 5th Annual Chi-town 
Showdown.

Park Ridge Event - In December, the Park 
Ridge Foundation held an event to bring their 
community together to watch It’s A Wonderful 
Life, where proceeds of the event went to 
other charities. The Park Ridge Foundation has 
been a long-time donor and supporter of our 
organization so we thought it would be a fun 
way to get our community together while 
showing our appreciation to our supporters at 
the same time.Pictured:  Sheila Caplis, Maeghan Anderson, 

Earlene Barnes, Kurt Anderson, George 
Czerwionka, Dan Persak, and Anna Lopez 
with the It’s a Wonderful Life poster at the 
Park Ridge event

Pictured: Kate Ruehlmann, Maeghan Anderson, Dawn 
Burns, sitting aside Power Soccer players David and Joel 
Rodriguez and Anthony Mercado.
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Brunch - In January, about 20 people gathered at Zia’s in Chicago for a Sunday 
funday brunch. The CNE Committee was excited to welcome members of the 
community who have not been to many previous events before. This event 
brought many different circles of friends together for some great food, lots of 
laughs, and endless mimosas.

Boccia Tournament - The CNE Committee attended the M-NASR Boccia 
Tournament on March 17, 2019 at 
Prairie Lakes Community Center in 
Des Plaines to cheer on some of 
our fellow community members, 
Chris Viau, Josh Kain, and Slaw 
Jędryczka. Every year at camp we
have adaptive boccia where 
attendees can learn how to play
and learn more about how to 
play on a competitive league such
as this one. Slaw went on to play 
boccia in a national tournament
and was very upset he had to miss
camp in order to go. Go Slaw!

Pictured: Brunch group picture

Pictured: Chris Viau, Anna Lopez, Slaw Jędryczka, 
and Maeghan Anderson at boccia 



At the start of each month, we 
send out a monthly e-newsletter to 
inform our community of the news 
and events surrounding Horizon. 
We also highlight a member of our 
community in each issue. The 
articles in the e-newsletter are 
written by members of our 
community. 

SHARING OUR STORY
Public Relations and Outreach

Annual Report

E-NEWSLETTER
2,341 RECIPIENTS

FACEBOOK
1,640 FOLLOWERS

INSTAGRAM
655 FOLLOWERS

TWITTER
193 FOLLOWERS

YOUTUBE
44 SUBSCRIBERS

LINKEDIN
25 FOLLOWERS

Horizon continues to use Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter to actively 
engage members of our community by 
sharing memorable photos/videos and 
providing important information 
regarding upcoming events. 

This year, a member of our community, 
Allyson Clay submitted a video 
explaining what Horizon Camp means 
to her. Out of thousands of 
submissions, Allyson’s video was 
chosen for the PINK PWR Project where 
she was awarded $10,000 to donate to  
a charity of her choice. The video can 
be found on our YouTube channel.

Pictured: Andi Cupples and Allyson Clay
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The Horizon Hope Grant is an 
opportunity for the Board of 
Directors to give back to our 
community of campers and 
volunteers. The grant award is 
up to $1,000 and can be used 
towards college tuition or an 
assistive device. 

This year's winners were 
Emily Kowalski and Chris Viau.  
Emily received the $1,000 
grant toward her studies at 
Illinois State University to 
become a special education 
teacher. Chris received a $500 
grant to cover the cost of 
word prediction software to 
aid him in communication.

Pictured: Horizon 
Hope winners Emily 
Kowalski and Chris 
Viau

The Merchandise Committee had a busy and productive year working with 3E 
Love on new products! Available for purchase were sweatshirts and t-shirts 
featuring the Peace, Love, Horizon design. Other apparel included a Horizon 
baseball tee, a new Horizon hat, and a Future Horizonite tee for babies and kids. 
New Horizon accessories this year included koozies, lanyards, sticky wallets, pens, 
stickers, and stress balls. The merchandise table at camp was very busy and our 
sales numbers showed it. The committee received many product suggestions at 
camp and we plan on making those items and more ready for 2020.

Pictured: Gerry 
Walsh selling 
merchandise 
at camp
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Horizon Camp is provided at no cost to all the campers and volunteers. Members of 
the Horizon Community work all year to raise funds to provide for the one week of 
camp.  Below is just a sampling of some of the fundraising efforts big and small.

NO COST TO ATTENDEES
Fundraising

Annual Report

Fundraising Efforts – Considered 
“small fundraisers,” the 
fundraising efforts of members of 
our organization, family, and 
friends make a major impact.  
Whether making an online 
purchase, dining out at a 
restaurant, or attending an event, 
these fundraisers add up and help 
support our programs. Our small 
fundraising total doubled from 
last year. Go team!

Comedy Night   1,300.00       
Giving Tuesday / 
Facebook   8,458.00      
Wonka Madness   3,155.00     
Haircut/Shave Challenge 
at Camp   2,084.00        
Mongolian BBQ  730.00
Birthdays   1,375.00 
Karaoke   5,331.00 
We Ride   4,966.00 
Amazon Smile   650.13          
Tim & Becca Czerwionka - 
'80s Party   3,956.00         
Miscellaneous 24.00
GoodShop 44.33           
GTO Event Donations       49.00        

 Small Fundraising Total   32,122.46       

Pictured: Mary Claire Ward and Armando 
Salgado all dressed for the New Year’s Eve 
themed ball Friday night at camp
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Participants enjoyed 18 holes of mini 
golf on a wheelchair accessible 
course. This year’s bucket raffle 
featured many baskets valued at 
more than $200 and a special silent 
auction item--an original, 
autographed photo of a Chicago Cubs 
player.
The weather was beautiful, and we 
created a family friendly event. We 
had 51 participants in attendance and 
raised $5,460 (including $4,000 in 
sponsorships).

Pictured : BJ Dammeier and his family on the golf 
course

Gala - On November 19, 2018, 
we hosted our very own 
Masquerade Gala with silent 
auctions, raffles, speakers, and 
dinner. We had 90 people in 
attendance and raised $22,681. 
With Mark Schreiner as the main 
MC and Joel Rodriguez as a 
speaker and brand ambassador, 
the night was filled with laughter 
and cheers. Our title sponsor 
was Harbortown Industries, Inc 
who gave a donation of $5000. 
Everyone wore their best black 
tie outfit and favorite 
masquerade masks for the 
event.
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Pictured: Gabriela 
Salgado and Mark 
Schreiner at the gala

Pictured below: A 
Masquerade mask 
and the program for 
the gala event

Mini Golf – On June 8, 2019, Horizon hosted our second miniature golf event 
at Green Valley Golf Range in Hanover Park, IL. Horizon’s Mini Golf for Good is 
an “all-inclusive” event that brings together campers and volunteers, as well 
as the friends and family of Horizon supporters. 
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Year Long Raffle – Our year long 
raffle is Horizon’s largest 
fundraising activity. This year we 
again printed 5,000 tickets to sell 
at $5 each with 5 monthly and 
quarterly chances to win a share of 
the $5,000 prize pool. We use a 
random number generator at our 
monthly board meetings to select 
winners from the tickets sold.  

This year, we sold 4,162 tickets 
with 83 individual sellers.

Year Tickets 
Sold

Ticket 
Sellers

2015 4,140 93

2016 3,654 95

2017 3,924 76

2018 3,981 58

2019 4,162 83

We Ride - This was the inaugural year for We Ride, a 118 mile bike ride from 

Oak Forest, IL to Horizon Camp. The event had 5 riders who had a fundraising 

minimum of $500. The final total raised was $5,231 in donations for Horizon. 

For the coming year, this committee is planning to making a few changes. 

They are looking into a different route and possibly making it a two day ride 

instead of one. They are also thinking of making this a fall fundraiser in hopes 

of building excitement and 

donations while at camp. The 

goals is to double the number 

of riders, which would double 

the fundraising goal to 

$10,000.

Pictured: Jeff Pickert, Plamen 
Chakov, Maeghan Anderson, Viki 

Peer, Donnie Flynn making it to 
the TPOC campsite after their 

bike ride to camp
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2019 FINANCIALS
 Annual Report
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The Board of Directors had the following goals for 2018-19:

• Raise $175,000

We raised $173,719 this year which is 99% of our goal!

• Sell all 5,000 annual raffle tickets

We sold 4,162 tickets this year. 83% of our goal!

• Update our by-laws

We are still in the process of updating our by-laws. Our main focus was 

updating the section which involved voting procedures during the 

annual election.

• Create new committee to promote Horizon

This year we started the Camp Never Ends Committee to make sure that 

we are staying in contact with as many of our community members as 

possible. Due to our large demographic of community members, some 

events are difficult for people to attend for various reasons including the 

cost to attend and scarce options for transportation. This committee had 

a goal of having at least one event a month. With the exception of two 

events being canceled due to short notice and weather conditions, the 

committee met their goal and created stronger relationships with our 

extended Horizon family members.

2018-19 GOALS
Annual Report
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THANK YOU!
Annual Report

Thank you to all of our volunteers 
and donors for allowing us to 
empower adults with physical 

disabilities through lifelong 
friendships and recreation!
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Association of Horizon, Inc.
3712 N. Broadway #335

Chicago, IL 60613
773-477-5170

www.associationofhorizon.org
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