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MISSION
An organization of people with and without physical disabilities that provides
opportunities for individuals to challenge themselves, develop responsibility
and grow through interacting and working together.
VISION
A community where barriers between people with and without physical
disabilities are transcended, limitations are overcome, new abilities are
discovered and an increased awareness of self and others is developed.
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MESSAGE

From the Board of Directors
EXECUTIVE BOARD
SHEILA CAPLIS, PRESIDENT
JIM NOVALINSKI, VICE
PRESIDENT
KATHY KINGSTON, SECRETARY
GEORGE CZERWIONKA,
TREASURER
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JOHN LEE
ANNA LOPEZ
MICHAEL MEYER
LORI MOORE
JUSTIN NAVARRO
STEVE NOSTRO
DAVID NOVALINSKI
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This year Association of Horizon is thrilled
to have celebrated its 25th Anniversary. The
hallmark of this anniversary year was our
superhero themed 25th Annual Summer
Camp, which was our largest to date with
111 campers and 152 volunteers.
Twenty-five years ago an amazing group of
superheroes came together and organized
the first Horizon Camp. We give thanks to
that original team and the superheroes
who have converged year after year to
make Horizon Camp possible.
Thank you to all of the campers, volunteers,
generous donors, and faithful supporters
for making Horizon Camp possible for the
past 25 years!

Sheila Caplis, President
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HORIZON SUPERHEROES
Summer Camp 2016
111
TOTAL CAMPERS

6
FIRST YEAR CAMPERS

152
TOTAL VOLUNTEERS

51
FIRST YEAR VOLUNTEERS

Horizon Camp was held July 17-23, 2016. With
263 total participants, including campers,
volunteers, cabin leaders, and members of the
health and support teams, it was again our
largest camp to date. The total cost of camp
was $120,677.
To provide the necessary care and
companionship for our campers, throughout
the year we recruited volunteers through
school presentations, volunteer fairs, social
media, and word of mouth.
Horizon Camp continues to max out the space
available at the current campsite. In order for
camp to grow, last year Horizon began the
dialog to build new cabins at the campsite;
however further discussion has not occurred.

Pictured Left: First year volunteer Katie Schmidt and long-time
camper Sarah Hudetz. Pictured Right: Campers and volunteers
enjoy a canoe ride on beautiful Lake Bloomington.
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Horizon Camp is a great place to go learn about
yourself by discovering what makes you awesome.
- Hector Hernandez, Camper

Due to both increased funds in recent years and the growth of both the Recruitment
and Camp Committees, we were able to not only offer the traditional summer camp
experience, but also new and different activities and learning experiences. Alongside
the quintessential arts & crafts, swimming, and horseback riding, this year at Horizon
Camp, we offered a murder mystery game, dueling pianos, a face painting artist, a snow
cone truck, and hot air balloon rides.

Pictured Top Left: First year camper Seth Peterson enjoys the
swing set with volunteer Alexander Pohlman. Pictured Top Right:
Campers Joel Rodriguez, Chad White-Smith, and Yvonne Ouillette
vie for the puck in a spirited hockey game. Pictured Bottom:
Campers and volunteers enjoy refreshing treats and many for the
first-time experience tethered hot air balloon rides.
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25th Anniversary Gala

Celebrating Horizon’s Heroes

Our theme for the week was “Horizon Camp and the Year of the Superheroes.”
The theme was incorporated in activities throughout the week including a
superhero dinner, a visit from real life superheroes, and culminated in the
celebration of Horizon superheroes past and present.
On the final night of camp, Jessica Janes-Crowley, our camp nurse, organized a 25th
Anniversary Gala. Everyone enjoyed a catered dinner, celebrated the past 25 years
of Horizon, and viewed a Horizon documentary produced by Dan Schmidt. The
night concluded with live musical entertainment and fireworks.

Pictured Top Left: Camper Cathy McCarthy and volunteer Hannah Gushulak channeling their inner Catwoman and
Batman. Pictured Top Right: Camper Tarik Hurt and volunteer Jeff White representing both Superman and Clark Kent.
Pictured Bottom: Horizon campers and volunteers enjoying the 25 th Anniversary Gala and beautiful fireworks display.
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BEYOND SUMMER CAMP
Events Throughout the Year

Horizon strives to be more than one week of camp each year and instead build a
community throughout the year.

SEPTEMBER 2015
FALL CAMP
NOVEMBER 2015
SHOPPING TRIP
JANUARY 2016
CAMP KICK-OFF
JULY 2016
SUMMER CAMP
&
25TH ANNIVERSARY
GALA

Each fall, we host a weekend camp. It is a scaled
down, more low-key version of our summer camp.
Typically, we offer a few activities such as a scavenger
hunt, a hayride, bingo, a craft project, and nightly
campfires. Many people just enjoy hanging out with
their friends, laughing, and playing games.
We cap the attendance at 75 participants for the
weekend because we are limited on space and we do
all the cooking. In 2015, we had 63 participants (24
campers, 38 volunteers, and 1 junior volunteer) due
to a few last minute cancellations. Junior volunteers
are younger volunteers who are given the
opportunity to experience camp for a couple days in
the hope that they volunteer for the full week of
camp when they are old enough.
Fall weekend is subsidized by a $35 fee per
participant; the total cost to Horizon was $1,540.

Each November, we host a holiday shopping trip. After a funfilled day of shopping at Gurnee Mills, everyone meets for a
delicious dinner provided by Horizon and to wrap gifts and play
games. Approximately 25 people attended this event at a cost
of $716. We hope to grow this event and have more
participants in the coming years.
Pictured Right: Camper Erica Andres and volunteer Nichole Verstoppen demonstrating
their holiday cheer at the shopping trip.
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I am who I am today, in part, due to the
experiences I've had and the people I've met
at camp.“
- Chris Cartwright Camper
In January, we host our kick-off to camp at Hackney’s on Lake, a long time sponsor of
Horizon. We send invitations to our entire mailing list and this is a chance for campers,
volunteers, and their families and friends to come together after the holidays.
At this event, we made available our summer camp applications and announced our
camp theme. This year the Camp Committee created a teaser trailer to announce the
camp theme. This video helped get everyone excited about camp and Horizon’s super
anniversary year.
Pictured Below: First-year
volunteer Jennipher Sanchez
and first year camper Kelly
Langosh enjoy a Hackney
Burger at camp.

Pictured Above: Screenshots from camper Dan Schmidt’s
teaser trailer, which was shown at the kick-off event and
shared on social media to begin the celebration of
Horizon’s 25th Anniversary.
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CELEBRATING 25 YEARS
Public Relations and Outreach
At the start of each month, we send out a
monthly e-newsletter to inform our community
of the news and events surrounding Horizon.
We also highlight a member of our community
in each issue. The articles in the e-newsletter
are written by members of our community. In
addition to the e-newsletter, we also mail out
separate email blasts focused on events and
fundraisers.
Each year, we also mail out a newsletter to our
membership, which includes highlights from
our year, promotes upcoming events, and
includes writings from our community
members. This year the focus of our annual
newsletter was celebrating our 25th
Anniversary.
Horizon is also active on social media with
accounts on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and
YouTube. This year we also added LinkedIn.

Pictured Right:
The front cover of
our annual
newsletter
celebrating our
25th Anniversary.

MONTHY
E-NEWSLETTER
1,483 RECIPIENTS

ANNUAL NEWSLETTER
1,725 RECIPIENTS
FACEBOOK
1,396 FOLLOWERS
INSTAGRAM
247 FOLLOWERS
TWITTER
147 FOLLOWERS
YOUTUBE
26 FOLLOWERS

LINKEDIN
10 FOLLOWERS
Page 9

Annual Report

I started coming to camp because I wanted to give
of myself; I keep returning because of what
Horizon has given to me.
- Chris Gieck, Volunteer

Pictured Above: Volunteer Viki
Peer shows off her pride in
her Horizon hoodie.

Over the years, we have created merchandise in order
for community members to show their Horizon pride, all
while getting our name noticed and sparking
conversation about the organization.
Our current inventory of Horizon merchandise includes
t-shirts, sweatshirts, baseball hats, buttons, pens,
stickers, temporary tattoos, beverage coozies and car
decals. Our merchandise was especially popular this past
year. A big reason for this was our celebration of
Horizon's 25th Anniversary.
Horizon pride continues to grow with all of the items
being purchased and worn at camp and throughout the
year. Production costs continue to remain reasonable for
Horizon, and we continue to sell our merchandise at
prices that allow us to break even.

The Horizon Hope Grant is an opportunity for
the Board of Directors to give back to our
community of campers and volunteers. The
grant award is $1,000 and can be used
towards college tuition or an assistive device.
This year’s winner, Meggie McDonald, has
been volunteering with Horizon since 2008.
In her application, Meggie wrote "My life
would be unrecognizable if it weren't for
camp and I am so thankful for the
relationships I have made and continue to
make each year."
.
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Pictured Above: Volunteer and Horizon
Hope winner Meggie McDonald poses
with camper Peggy Noble.
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NO COST TO
PARTICIPANTS
Fundraising

Horizon Camp is provided at no cost to all the
campers and volunteers. Members of the
Horizon Community work all year to raise
funds to provide for the one week of camp.
Below is just a sampling of some of the
fundraising efforts big and small.
Annual Raffle – This is Horizon’s largest
fundraising activity. This year we again printed
5,000 tickets to sell at $5 each with 5 monthly
and quarterly chances to win a share of the
$5,000 prize pool. We use a random number
generator at our monthly board meetings to
select winners from the tickets sold.

007
Annual Raffle
Golf Outing
Gong Karaoke
Wonka Madness
Great America
Trimpe T-Shirts
Wedding Favors
SkyRise Chicago
Stern's Bake Sale
Mongolian BBQ
Forsa
Batch Match
Facebook Contest
Bar Louie
BW3
GoodShop
25 for 25

$88,695
$13,976
$10,084
$4,977
$3,160
$2,160
$1,003
$1,000
$900
$857
$853
$830
$650
$500
$450
$336
$252
$250

We sold 3,654 tickets, a decrease from the
4,140 tickets which were sold in 2015.
However, this year we again increased the
number of individual sellers with 95 individual
sellers; an increase from the 77 sellers in 2014
and 93 sellers in 2015.
Our goal for the upcoming year is to have more
people participate in this fundraiser and to sell
all 5,000 tickets.
Pictured Above: Even at camp the
ladies of the Stern Lodge raised $857
for next year’s camp.
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BW3 – The Buffalo Wild Wings fundraiser
was held on October 12, 2015 at seven
locations throughout Chicago and the
suburbs. A portion of the money spent while
dining (10 to 15% depending on the location)
was donated to Horizon. We raised a total of
$336 at nine of the locations (an increase of
50% from 2014). Our goal in continuing this
event is to focus on locations that raise the
most money and locations that are well
attended.

Pictured Above: Friends and family gather to eat
wings and raise funds for Horizon.

007 – Heal Team 6 hosted “007: A License to Give” on November 14, 2015 at Lake Forest
Sports Cars in Lake Bluff. Two hundred and fifty guests enjoyed the casino, silent and
live auction and dinner. A total of $88,695 was raised through the generous support of
the sponsors and guests. The camp activity budget was positively impacted by money
raised at this event. Horizon would like to thank the Esposito Family, the Rozdolsky
Family, and all of the Heal Team 6 members for their ongoing support of our
organization.

Pictured Left: Michael Trimpe gave a heartfelt speech about his
involvement with Horizon with the assistance of Dan Persak. Pictured
Right: The Heal Team 6 Board of Directors at the event.
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Forsa – This new fundraiser spearheaded by first-year camper Gabriela
Salgado took place on Saturday November 8, 2015 at Forsa Training in Oak
Lawn. A monetary donation of $20 was requested from each participant.
There were about 25 participants present. The event was comprised of a
structured workout led by the head trainer Maria Torres. As a result of this
fundraiser, a total of $830 was raised and the general public was educated
about Horizon. Moreover, everyone involved succeeded in raising awareness
regarding the importance of physical activity for individuals with mobility
issues.

Pictured Left:
First-year camper
Gabriela Salgado
poses with the
amazing athletes
at Forsa Training.

Mongolian Grill – This year we hosted our 7th Annual Fundraiser. The event was
held on December 29, 2015 at Mongolian Grill in Bolingbrook. Each person that
enters the restaurant for Horizon earned us $3. We also collect tips from our
“Guest Grillers” and host a raffle. This year we had 75 people attend the threehour long fundraiser and we raised $853 (our highest total yet). We advertised
more this year and really got people excited to attend this event. Our goals for
next year would be to get higher valued raffle prizes and get more people to
attend.
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Gong Karaoke – On April 2, 2016, the Navarro Family hosted their first annual Gong
Karaoke Fundraiser at PS PUB in Wheeling. Participants donated any amount in order
to sing a song of their choosing. The audience had the opportunity to match the
singer's donation in order to “gong" them (or kick them off the mic). Approximately
80 friends and family attended the event and were able to raise $4,997, which
included donations from karaoke, various gift baskets that were raffled, and one very
kind donation of $1,000 from a regular patron of the bar. Next year, the Navarro
Family plans on approaching local businesses for donations/sponsorships.
Golf Outing – The 14th Annual Horizon Golf Outing and Banquet was held on
Saturday, June 11, 2016 at Indian Lakes Resort in Bloomingdale. We had 130 adults
and 10 children in attendance. The total raised for this event was $10,084
collected from participant fees, raffles and silent auctions, sponsorships, and
donations. This year, the Golf Committee instituted a new way to speed up and
organize registrations at check in. We also did a great job recruiting volunteers and
participants, some of who never attended before. Donations came in well and we
had a surplus of raffle items left over that we'll use for other fundraisers. There are
a few things that we would like to improve for next year and further streamline the
registration process. Our goals for our 15th Annual Golf Outing are to further
increase attendance by expanding our outreach. Also, we will try and reduce
expenses where possible while not affecting the quality of the event.

Pictured Left:
Volunteers and
campers came out
on the green to
support Horizon.

Grants – Horizon received generous grant awards from the Morton Grove Foundation,
the Park Ridge Community Fund, PNC Bank, and workplace giving programs.
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3%
9%

41%

Heal Team 6
Fundraising

28%

Donations
Grants
Investment Income

20%
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2016 FINANCIALS
Expenses for year ended July 31,
General and Administrative Expenses:
Contracted Services
DonorSnap
Fees
Insurance
Mailbox rental
Meeting Expense
Newsletter Expenses
Office Expense
Postage
Printing
Promotional
Telephone
Website/NT Access Charges

2016

$

Total Expenses
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3,658
670
4,686
1,375
491
78
2,521
277
683
1,276
(893)
1,250
311

2015

$

6,065
870
2,483
1,375
450
254
2,650
304
946
1,904
237
687
-

16,383

$

18,225

100
1,380
300
561
$
2,341
120,677
1,000
1,192
$ 125,210

$

1,558
300
674
4
2,536
89,338
1,000
1,387
94,261

$ 141,593

$ 112,486

Total General and Administrative Expenses $
Program Expenses:
Monthly Activities:
Family Picnic
Fall Weekend
Hackney's Recruitment Party
Holiday Shopping Trip
Rush Game / Wolves Game
Total Monthly Activities
Camp
Horizon Hope
Storage Rental
Total Program Expenses
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$

$

$
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2016 FINANCIALS
Net Assets for the year ended July 31,
Net Assets, Beginning of the Year
Change in Net Assets
Revenue
Expenses
Total Change in Net Assets
Net Assets, End of the Year

2016
$

$
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311,394

$

$

97,515
123,599
3,049
149,021
2,045
373
4,432
380,034

$

$

67,640
1,000
311,394
380,034

239,270

2015
$

$

2016
$

147,609
204,147
(112,486)
91,661

2016

Liabilities and Net Assets as of July 31,
Expenses Payable
Horizon Hope Payable
Unrestricted - Net Assets
Total Liabilities and Net Assets

$

213,717
(141,593)
72,124

Assets as of July 31,
Cash - Checking Accounts
Cash - Savings Accounts
Cash - Investments
Investments at Fair Market Value
Gift Cards
Prepaid Expenses
Donations Receivable
Total Assets

239,270

2015

10,531
73,481
2,103
148,661
1,445
476
4,000
240,697
2015

$

$

427
1,000
239,270
240,697

2015-16 GOALS
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The Board of Directors had the following goals for 2015-16:
Celebrate Horizon’s 25th Anniversary.
Throughout 2016, Horizon took the opportunity to celebrate our 25th Anniversary

and tied the celebration to our superhero themed camp. We created a 25th
Anniversary logo, drafted a press release, produced new merchandise, and
mailed out a special 25th Anniversary issue of our annual newsletter. To top it all
off, at camp we had a celebratory dinner followed-up with speeches, a
screening of the 25th Anniversary documentary, and fireworks.
Sell all 5,000 annual raffle tickets.

We sold 3,654 raffle tickets. We reached 73% of our goal.
Raise $125,000 exclusive of any proceeds received from the Heal Team 6 event.
As of July 31, 2016, we raised a total of $125,022 and met our fundraising goal.
Increase Horizon's brand recognition.
Since our last Annual Meeting, our social media numbers have increased by 11%
for Facebook, 7% for Twitter, and 37% for Instagram. Our e-newsletter open rates
typically range between 19-25% and our three email blasts from camp all
exceeded 25%. Horizon has participated in events such as the Chicago Volunteer
Expo. Horizon has created and sold new merchandise.
Start a "Cabin Campaign.”
Last year a conversation was started with Timber Pointe Outdoor Center and
some initial research was conducted. However, we have been unable to move

this conversation forward to understand the costs and feasibility of this project.
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THANK YOU
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Thank you to all of our supporters
over the past 25 years for making Horizon
Camp possible year after year!
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Association of Horizon, Inc.
3712 N. Broadway #335
Chicago, IL 60613
773-477-5170
www.associationofhorizon.org

