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Mission
An organization of people with and without physical disabilities that provides
opportunities for individuals to challenge themselves, develop responsibility
and grow through interacting and working together.

Vision
A community where barriers between people with and without physical
disabilities are transcended, limitations are overcome, new abilities are
discovered and an increased awareness of self and others is developed.

Pictured on Cover: Camper Betty Jones and volunteer Christina Balsamo strategically playing a
game at Horizon’s 2015 Summer Camp.

MESSAGE

Annual Report

From the Board of Directors
The Association of Horizon is excited
to have hosted our largest camp to
date in 2015 with 108 campers and
143 volunteers.
Horizon is an all-volunteer, not-forprofit organization that provides
opportunities for adults with and
without physical disabilities to
socialize, interact, and learn from one
another.
Established in 1992, for twenty-four
years, Horizon has successfully
produced a week long summer camp
for adults with physical disabilities at
no cost to any of our participants.
As we embark upon our 25 th summer
camp, we are excited to continue to
offer an amazing camp experience
and to build our Horizon community.
Thank you to all of the campers,
volunteers, generous donors, and
faithful supporters for making Horizon
Camp possible.

Sheila Caplis, President
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Annual Report

Horizon Goes Medieval
Summer Camp 2015
108
TOTAL CAMPERS

12
FIRST YEAR CAMPERS

143
TOTAL VOLUNTEERS

48
FIRST YEAR VOLUNTEERS

Horizon Camp was held July 19-25,
2015. With 251 total participants,
including campers, volunteers, cabin
leaders, and members of the health
and support team, it was our largest
camp to date.
To provide the necessary care and
companionship for our campers,
throughout the year we recruited
volunteers through school
presentations, volunteer fairs, social
media, and word of mouth.
This year Horizon Camp maxed out
the space available at the current
campsite. In order for camp to grow,
Horizon began the dialog to build
new cabins at the campsite.
The total cost of camp was $89,338.
Pictured: First year camper Heer Patel being
pushed by first year volunteer Amina Hajro on the
swings donated and installed by Horizon at the
Timber Pointe Outdoor Center.
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What I have learned about myself by coming to camp is
that I should no longer feel judged by my disability.
Horizon Camp, for me, means that I am free to be who I
am and not be afraid of people judging me.
- Elesia Caldwell, Camper
Due to both increased funds in recent years and committee
members with new ideas, we were able to not only offer the
traditional summer camp experience, but also new and different
activities and learning experiences. Alongside the mainstays of arts
& crafts, swimming, and horseback riding, this year at Horizon
Camp, we offered geocaching, paintball, and a petting zoo. We also
had a stand-up comedienne, a dog demonstration, an ice cream
truck, and a live band to entertain everyone on Friday night.
Our theme for the week was “Horizon Goes
Medieval”. The theme was incorporated in
activities throughout the week including a
medieval festival complete with turkey legs,
an amazing race with jousting and a
trebuchet, and culminated in our final
dinner and dance complete with medieval
costumes.

Pictured: Camper Dan Schmidt and
volunteer Dana Westley in their full regalia
for the dance.

Our goal for 2016 is to make Horizon Camp bigger and better. In
order to do this, we need to continue to recruit volunteers and
health team members from high schools, colleges, and volunteer
fairs. We also want to solicit new ideas and brainstorm different
activities to offer at camp.
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Not Just One Week a Year
Events Throughout the Year

Horizon strives to be more than one week of camp each year and
instead build a community throughout the year.
Each fall, we host a weekend camp. It is a
scaled down, more low-key version of our
summer camp. We offer a few activities
such as a scavenger hunt, a hayride, and a
craft project. Many people just enjoy
hanging out with their friends, laughing, and
playing games. In 2014, we had 71
participants (32 campers, 37 volunteers, and
2 junior volunteers). Junior volunteers are
younger volunteers who are given the
opportunity to experience camp for a
couple days in the hope that they volunteer
for the full week of camp when they are old
enough. Fall weekend is subsidized by a $35
fee per participant; the total cost to Horizon
was $1,558.

September 2014
Fall Camp

Each November, we host a holiday shopping
trip. After a fun-filled day of shopping,
everyone meets for a delicious dinner
provided by Horizon and to wrap gifts and
play games. Approximately 45 people
attended this event at a cost of $674.

July 2015
Summer Camp
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November 2014
Shopping Trip
January 2015
Camp Kick-Off
April 2015
Wolves Game

August 2015
Family Picnic
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Horizon Camp means a sense of
belonging.
- Michael Graver, Camper
In January, we hosted our kick-off to camp at Hackney’s on Lake, a long
time sponsor of Horizon. This is a chance for campers, volunteers, and
their families and friends to come together. At this event, we made
available our summer camp applications and announced our camp
theme. Approximately 80 people attended at a cost of $300.
This past April, Horizon organized a group outing to the Chicago Wolves
hockey game. This outing has become an annual event, usually in late
winter or early spring. It is a casual and fun way to get together with
friends all while enjoying a hockey game. This year we had 28
participants, including 6 campers. There is no cost to Horizon.
Each summer in addition to our summer camp, we also host a family
picnic. This event allows campers and volunteers, young and old, to
enjoy a meal, catch-up, and share stories and photos. The past two
years this event was held at Horizon’s former campsite, which drew a
number of older volunteers.

Pictured: Horizon members
Michael Meyer, Gerry Walsh,
Geoff Jania, and Jason
Baureis enjoy the Chicago
Wolves Game.

Page 7

Annual Report

MAKING MEMORIES
SINCE 1992

Public Relations and Outreach
At the start of each month, Horizon
sends out a monthly e-newsletter to
inform our community of the news
and events surrounding Horizon. We
also highlight a member of our
community in each issue. The articles
in the e-newsletter are written by
members of our community.

E-Newsletters
18-25% Open Rate

In addition to the e-newsletter, we also
mail out an annual newsletter to our
membership, which includes highlights
from our year, promotes upcoming
events, and includes writings from our
community members.

Twitter
138 Followers

Facebook
1,254 Followers
Instagram
180 Followers

Horizon is also active on social media
with accounts on Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, and YouTube.
Horizon has also created merchandise
in order for community members to
show their Horizon pride, all while
getting our name noticed and sparking
conversation about the organization.
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Pictured: First year volunteer
Shannon Jania sports her Horizon
baseball cap alongside Sim
Bustos, a camper with Horizon
since 1992.
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There’s nothing I can’t do, I just may have to
accomplish it differently.
- Shawnna Mitchell, Camper
This year, Horizon participated in several outreach events to promote
Horizon and expand our community.
• Horizon has been invited to attend the MDA Transitions Fair the past
two years. This has given us a chance to meet new campers who are
aging out of MDA camp and inform the campers and their families of
the opportunities that Horizon provides.
• Horizon, for the first time, attended the Chicago Volunteer Fair. We
believe it is important to be part of the larger volunteer community
in Chicago.
• Horizon was fortunate to sponsor an event that benefitted the
Chicago Hornets Sled Hockey Team. We had an informational table
in the lobby and had many people stop at our table to ask about our
organization.
The Horizon Hope Grant is an opportunity for
the Board of Directors to give back to our
community of campers and volunteers. The
grant award is $1,000 and can be used towards
college tuition or an assistive device.
This year’s winner, Daniel Matuch (pictured with
camper Chris Beres), has been a volunteer for
nine consecutive years. Daniel truly lives by
Horizon’s mission and vision. In his application,
Daniel stated: “I believe that differences are
valuable and that uniqueness should be
celebrated.”
.
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No Cost to Participants
Fundraising

Horizon Camp is provided at no cost
for all participants. Horizon works all
year to raise funds to provide not only
the one week of camp, but other
events throughout the year.
Annual Raffle – This is Horizon’s
largest fundraising activity. This year
we printed 5,000 tickets to sell at $5
each with 5 monthly and quarterly
chances to win a share of the $5,000
prize pool. We now use a random
number generator, at our monthly
board meetings, to select winners
from the tickets sold.
We sold 4,140 tickets and with a few
people donating back their winnings
already, we should profit over $16,000.
This year we went from having 77
people selling tickets to 93.
Our goal for the upcoming year is to
have more people participate in this
fundraiser and to sell all 5,000 tickets.
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Annual Raffle
$17,120
Bruegala
$6,773
BW3
$188
Dallas
$113,616
Golf Outing
$7,050
Mongolian BBQ
$587
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Bruegala – The Bloomington-Normal Jaycees chose Horizon as one of
the beneficiaries of their Bruegala charity beer and wine festival held on
August 22-23, 2014 in Bloomington. Bruegala is attended by hundreds of
people. Horizon provided approximately 40 volunteers over the two-day
event, covering 4 tables. Volunteers poured drinks, greeted patrons, and
spread the word about Horizon. This event provided us with an
excellent opportunity to continue to build important connections within
the Bloomington-Normal community. A total of $6,773 was donated to
Horizon from the Bloomington-Normal Jaycees.

Pictured: Members of
Horizon volunteer at
Bruegala in Bloomington.
From left to right are
Kirstin Anderson, Zach
Gadson, John Meneghini,
and Nick Castro.

BW3 – The Buffalo Wild Wings fundraiser was held on December 8, 2014
at seven locations throughout Chicago and the suburbs. A portion of the
money spent while dining (10 to 15% depending on the location) was
donated to Horizon. There is no cost to Horizon to run this event and we
raised a total of $188 at five of the locations. Our goal in continuing this
event is to target locations that are convenient and accessible to our
entire community.
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Dallas – Heal Team 6 selected Horizon as the sole beneficiary from its
Dallas fundraiser held on November 8, 2014 at Lake Forest Sportscars.
Over three hundred people enjoyed a fantastic evening featuring fine
dining, cocktails, casino games, and a live band. Money was raised
through the generous support of sponsors, ticket sales, live and silent
auction items, casino revenue, and a paddle raise that was matched by
the Rozdolsky Family. Ten Horizon volunteers worked alongside Heal
Team 6 during set up and throughout the evening to ensure that Dallas
was a huge success. Heal Team 6 presented Horizon with a check in the
amount of $113,616 at our Camp Kick-Off in January. This is the largest
check Horizon has ever received and due to this incredible amount, we
were able to greatly improve our camp experience by providing new and
exciting activities at our 2015 Horizon Camp.

Pictured Right: Sawsan Abuosbie’s emotionallycharged speech about Horizon’s impact on her life
encouraged an incredible response from the crowd
during the paddle raise portion of the evening.

Pictured Left: Camper B.J. Dammeier
enjoys Dallas with supermodel Petra
Nemcova.
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Golf Outing – Horizon’s 13th Annual Golf Outing and Banquet was held
Saturday, June 13, 2015 at Indian Lakes Resort in Bloomingdale. We had
52 golfers participate in an 18 hole scramble, followed by a dinner
banquet with over 110 guests. We raised over $7,000 at this event.
Our goal for the coming year is to find new committee members and
volunteers to make this event even better. We are planning on having
two committee chairs, one for golf and one for the banquet, to divide
the work and focus efforts. We hope to increase the number of golfers
and banquet participants through the use of social media, local media,
and community events calendars.
Mongolian Grill – This fundraiser has been held annually since 2010.
The event was held on December 30, 2014 at Mongolian Grill in
Bolingbrook. Each person that enters the restaurant for Horizon earns us
$3. We also collect tips from our “Guest Grillers” and host a raffle. This
year we had 80 people attend the three-hour long fundraiser and we
raised $587. Our goals for next year would be to focus on getting more
people to attend the event and to increase the amount raised.
Grants – Horizon received generous grant awards from the Morton
Grove Foundation, the Park Ridge Community Fund, PNC, Special People
In Need, and workplace giving programs.

Pictured: The result of our
fundraising efforts all year are
the smiling faces of our campers
and volunteers (left to right):
Shelly Birckelbaw, Megan Chan,
Kayla Connett, Nicky Evans,
Christine Sampson, and Sarah
Hudetz.
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2015 FINANCIALS
Revenue for the year ended July 31,

2015

Fundraising:
Annual Raffle
$ 17,120
Disabled Online
Golf Outing / Golf Outings
7,050
Small Fundraisers
5,887
Total Fundraising:
$ 30,057
Bloomington-Normal Jaycees - Bruegala
6,773
Heal Team 6 - Dallas / Gatsby
113,616
General Donations
30,048
Grants
21,750
Investment Income
1,903
Total Revenue

Annual Report

$ 204,147

2014

$

$

$ 157,728

1%

10%

Dallas & Bruegala
Fundraising

15%
59%
15%

Donations
Grants

Investment Income
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20,326
1,994
22,267
9,581
54,168
8,576
44,772
32,017
18,000
195
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2015 FINANCIALS
Expenses for year ended July 31,

General and Administrative Expenses:
Contracted Services
DonorSnap
Fees
Insurance
Mailbox Rental
Meeting Expenses
Newsletter Expenses
Office Expenses
Postage
Printing
Promotional
Telephone
Website/NT Access Charges
Total General and Administrative Expenses
Program Expenses:
Monthly Activities:
Family Picnic
Fall Weekend
Hackney's Recruitment Party
Holiday Shopping Trip
Wolves Game
Total Monthly Activities
Camp
Horizon Hope
Swing Donation to TPOC 16%
Storage Rental
Total Program Expenses
Total Expenses

16%

2015

$

$

$

$

$

6,065
870
2,483
1,375
450
254
2,650
304
946
1,904
237
687
18,225

$

1,558
300
674
4
2,536
89,338
1,000
1,387
94,261

$

$ 112,486

Program
Administrative
84%
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2014

$

$

$

4,865
2,268
1,375
450
180
2,454
89
84
1,104
41
836
311
14,057

590
1,172
300
1,001
223
3,286
85,859
2,000
2,948
1,508
95,601

$ 109,658
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2015 FINANCIALS
Net Assets for the year ended July 31,
Net Assets, Beginning of the Year
Change in Net Assets
Revenue
Expenses
Total Change in Net Assets

Net Assets, End of the Year

2015
$

$
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239,270

$

$

10,531
73,481
2,103
148,661
1,445
476
4,000
240,697

$

$

427
1,000
239,270
240,697

147,609

2014

$

$

2015
$

99,539

157,728
(109,658)
48,070

2015

Liabilities and Net Assets as of July 31,
Expenses Payable
Horizon Hope Payable
Unrestricted - Net Assets
Total Liabilities and Net Assets

$

204,147
(112,486)
91,661

Assets as of July 31,

Cash - Checking Accounts
Cash - Savings Accounts
Cash - Investments
Certificates of Deposit
Investments at Fair Market Value
Gift Cards
Prepaid Expenses
Donations Receivable
Total Assets

147,609

2014

35,417
102,352
33,887
1,885
3,000
176,541
2014

$
$
$

27,932
1,000
147,609
176,541
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2014-15 GOALS
The Board of Directors had the following goals for 2014-15:

• Sell all 5,000 annual raffle tickets. – We sold 4,140 raffle tickets.
We reached 83% of our goal.
• Raise $125,000 exclusive of any proceeds received from Dallas.
– As of July 31, 2015, we raised a total of $90,531 toward our
goal of $125,000. We reached 72% of our goal.
• Host a Board Building Day. – A board building day was held on
November 23, 2014. As a result of this constructive day, the
Board developed agreements for meetings, which are included
in our agendas. We also revitalized the Fundraising Committee,
focused on increasing participation from our membership, and
focused on marketing our organization.
• Increase Horizon's brand recognition. – Since our last Annual
Meeting, our social media numbers have increased by 13% for
Facebook, 44% for Twitter, and 90% for Instagram. Our enewsletter open rates typically range between 18-23% and two
of our blasts from camp reached 25%. Horizon has participated
in events such as the Chicago Volunteer Expo, MDA Transitions
Fair, and Sled Hockey Event. Horizon has created new
merchandise. We have also sent out several press releases.
• Start a "Cabin Campaign.” – A conversation was started with
Timber Pointe Outdoor Center and some initial research was
conducted. To move forward we need to understand the cost
and feasibility of the project.
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THANK YOU
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Thank you to all of our supporters
for making Horizon Camp possible each year!

Camp Committee
George Czerwionka – Co-Chair
Chris Gieck – Co-Chair
Sawsan Abuobsie
Rachel Brown
Sheila Caplis
Kathy Colunto
Katy Flynn
Nate Green
Jen Hanenburg
Matt Hutti
Geoff Jania
Kathy Kingston
John Lee
Anna Lopez
John Meneghini
Michael Meyer
Brandon Mickel
Steve Nostro
Jim Novalinski
Viki Peer
Heather Somerville
Lea Svihla
Gerry Walsh
Dana Westley
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Fall Weekend Committee
Brenda Bokowski – Co-Chair
Geri Skudney – Co-Chair
Kathy Colunto
Katy Flynn
Bob Johns
John Lee
Heather Somerville
Golf Outing Committee
Michael Trimpe - Chair
Michael Meyer
Kristy Michael
Lori Moore
Gerry Walsh
John Walsh
Clare Westley

Recruitment Committee
Jen Hanenburg – Co-Chair
Anna Lopez – Co-Chair
Brenda Bokowski
Sheila Caplis
George Czerwionka
Chris Gieck
Lydia Haak
Hector Hernandez
Justin Navarro
David Novalinski
Jim Novalinski
Viki Peer
Andy Rader
Geri Skudney
Patty Smith
Terry Smith

Association of Horizon, Inc.
3712 N. Broadway #335
Chicago, IL 60613
773-477-5170
www.associationofhorizon.org

